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From the Pastor…
Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Here’s a fun fact: before I received the Call to serve you all as your pastor, Grace and I were guessing where we would be sent.
My guess? I guessed that the church’s name would be St. John’s.1
Now, this wasn’t because I have some sort of superpower. My guess honestly came down to the fact that in my experience, St.
John’s is a pretty common church name. And it’s a good name!
But here is another fun fact: there is only ONE St. John’s, Pierce, Nebraska.
Our congregation has many things in common with many other St. John’s in the world for sure. To start, we are all unified in
something that we covered in the newsletter a few months ago: our “one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of
all, who is over all and through all and in all” (Ephesians 4:5-6). The Gospel that Jesus has given us to receive and proclaim is
the same!
Yet there is only one St. John’s, Pierce, NE, in this way: we have our particular members with their particular gifts and abilities.
We are part of a particular community with particular needs for us to tend to with the many gifts God has given. He has placed
our St. John’s Lutheran Church and our members right here at this time to do the work that He has set before us.
While preparing for our Sunday morning Bible study on Daniel, I came across a few verses from Jeremiah 29 that were written
for God’s people who found themselves in a particular place at a particular time. They were in Babylon during the exile. What
did God say to them? He told them in verses 5-7:
“Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat their produce. Take wives and have sons and daughters; take wives
for your sons, and give your daughters in marriage, that they may bear sons and daughters; multiply there, and do not
decrease. But seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray to the LORD on its behalf, for in its
welfare you will find your welfare.”
I invite you to read the rest of God’s Word to the people in Jeremiah 29- it is really good! But something we will focus on here
is this: wherever God’s people are, He calls us to keep following Him. Keep living the life He has given you. Seek the welfare of
the people around you. This means tending to their physical needs. This also means tending to their greatest need- the need
for salvation in Jesus. This means praying for our neighbors to the Lord.
May our Lord Jesus enable us to clearly speak the Gospel that has been our greatest gift for the past 150 years. May He
continue providing for us and forgiving us all the way. May He lead us, St. John’s, Pierce, Nebraska, to seek the welfare of our
community.
In Christ, Pastor Tuma
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Seriously! You can verify it with Grace.

“CELEBRATING OUR HERITAGE”
As part of our continued joy to celebrate our
upcoming 150th Anniversary this fall, we continue to
highlight events from our past. Those “firsts” that
made us who we are. We have written about our
First Resident Pastor, our First Confirmands, our
First Baptisms, First Weddings and this month….
Our First Funerals.

Nine funerals are recorded in St. John’s registries from 1872 to 1874. Of these nine, four have stones at
the cemetery. The three Ahlmann children and Gottfried Baumann. The others may have had burials in the
cemetery but the plot never have a marker or through the last 150 th years the marker may have given way
to the elements. Also, note that six of the nine were small children.
Of special interest take a walk through the cemetery and see how many died during the diphtheria
epidemic of 1879/1880.
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Vacation Bible School at St John's was so much fun for the kids.

We had 19 kids attend during
the week. The theme for VBS was "Rainforest Explorers". Pastor Tuma was our rainforest explorer and
was in search of the many treasures that God gives to us. Of course his friend, Sidney the sloth, helped
Pastor find the treasures. The kids loved the daily skits, hearing stories about Jesus, making crafts and
singing songs for Jesus! Between the donations from the children, church members and our Live Nativity
Committee, we collected $550 for our VBS mission project "Activate Global". Thank you to Pastor Tuma,
the teachers, helpers, our cookie baker and to the parents for sending your kids--we appreciate you
all! The kids had a terrific week of Christian fellowship and learning about Jesus!

The Pierce County Fair is fast
approaching!
Last year was a different year with Covid,
but this year we are bringing back our hot
beef sandwiches and it will be "business
as usual" as we are expecting really good
attendance. The fair runs from
Wednesday, July 28th - Sunday, August
1st. Clean up for the fair stand prior to
the fair will be on Monday, July 26th,
beginning at 6:00 PM. Clean up after the
fair will be held on Monday, August 2nd, at 6:00 PM.
There will be a sign up sheet in the back of the church to sign up for shifts and to bring fruit
pies. You will also be able to sign up to help make potato salad and cream pies. Peg
Kesting will be leading the potato salad committee. Kelli Koepke and Virginia Koehler will
be leading the cream pie committee. This event is always a lot of fun and a great way to
get to know members of our church. Everyone's help is needed and greatly appreciated!! If
you have questions or would like to sign up for a shift, please call Deb Zautke at
402-750-5818.
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150th June Sunday Celebration
As we have begun collecting pictures of past marriages at St.
John’s, we hope you will continue to bring us a copy of any
weddings held at St. John’s through the years.
June 20th, we celebrated another Anniversary Sunday with
former St. John’s Pastor, Robin Fish. (For his sermon, please
see our Facebook page or our YouTube channel). It was an
honor to host Pastor Fish again in our sanctuary.
We also have on display a wedding dress from 1898.

Our next 150th Anniversary Sunday will be Sunday, July 4th. Complete with a Pancake
breakfast! (see ad in this publication for details)
150th Committee Members: Jill McElhose, Deb Zautke, Darin & Kelli Koepke,
Victoria DeJong, Jeff Kesting, Bonnie & Shae Pospisil and Carol Taylor.
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Men’s Group Meeting
will meet Saturday, July 17th
at 8:00 am for their Breakfast
meeting. This month we will be
making the Taco Meat for the
Fairstand. All men welcome!

LWML UPDATE
Carol Taylor took 30 prescription and nonprescription
glasses to the National Convention, in Lexington,
Kentucky, to offer to MOST Ministries, alone with the 20
finger puppets she crocheted with the help of Caroly
Wenke. She is also taking the mite collection totaling
$73.93 to present for the Mission Walk and a $25 gift card
for St. Louis Seminary Food Pantry from the Joy Circle.
“Thank you, members of St. John’s. I will pray for our
continued mission hearts as I travel to Lexington and back
home again. Carol Taylor”

Pastor Tuma’s Home Visits
Pastor is trying to get out and see where everyone lives and spend
some time just visiting with folks. If you would like to have Pastor
(and possibly his family) visit you or enjoy a meal together, please see
the sign-up sheet at the back of church. Getting to know our members
and where they live is important work for a Pastor. Schedule your
time today.
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Joy Circle Work Night
June 15th, the Joy Circle took on the task of rolling out the Salt Dough
Ornaments for the 2021 Live Nativity in December. This has become a
tradition for the Live Nativity group to hand out an Ornament to the
cars that attend our Live Nativity. The Joy Circle successfully rolled out
570 ornaments. The Live Nativity Committee THANKS YOU LADIES! Here are a few
pictures from that work night.
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Pancake Feed-Sunday, July 4th
*Serving 7:30-9:30 am

*Join us for Worship at 10:00 am (note time change)
Pancakes, Sausage and Milk or Orange Juice
(Specially designed children’s pancakes)
**Suggested donation of $7/Adults and $4/children with ALL proceeds going towards our
150th Anniversary Celebration Sept.4-5, 2021

Just remember…..$7/$4 on 7/4!

BIRTHDAYS
7/2: Tracy Zamora
7/9: Dylan Kuehler
7/13: Larry Koepke/Jeramie Lippman/
Micki Koepke
7/14: Jake Compton/Debra Zautke
7/15: Rick Pospisil
7/25: Michele Ronspies/Tyler Schaecher/
Brett Weich
7/29: Irma O’Neal
7/30: Darrel Koehler/Roxy Marks
7/31: Karen Schulz

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
7/18: Kellie & Jeromy O’Dell
7/20: Carly & Lane Rohrich
7/21: David & Wanda Riggert
7/23: Darin & Kelli Koepke
7/27: Marilyn & Kevin Reagan
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