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From the Pastor…
A Pastor’s Prayer
Today is July 20th, and I am writing an article for the August newsletter that you are now reading. As you
read this, congratulations! You made it to August! I hope you had a good end to your July and were able to
enjoy some hot beef and pie from our fair stand.1
But right now as I write this article, it is July. This upcoming Sunday, July 25 th, I am going to be preaching (at
least this is my current plan!) on the epistle reading from Ephesians 3:14-21.
Here Paul writes a prayer on behalf of the Christians in Ephesus, and he says this:
“For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth is
named, that according to the riches of His glory He may grant you to be strengthened with power
through His Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith- that you,
being rooted and grounded in love, may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the
breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that
you may be filled with all the fullness of God” (3:14-19).
This was Paul’s prayer for the people in Ephesus. This is also my prayer for each one of you.
This month, I am going to print this prayer, adjust it to be about the members of St. John’s, and pray it for
you all- yes, you!2 If you would like to do the same, send me a message, and I can forward the prayer on to
you as well.
May the Lord bless and keep you all this month. May He, as we receive His Word or forgiveness and life, fill
you with all of His fullness in Christ.
“Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the power
at work in us, to Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and
ever. Amen” (3:20-21).
In Christ,
Pastor Tuma
1
2

And I hope you shared some pie with me!
Even if you didn’t share any pie with me 

“CELEBRATING OUR HERITAGE”
As part of our continued joy to celebrate our upcoming 150th
Anniversary this fall, we continue to highlight events from
our past. Those “firsts” that made us who we are. We have
written about our First Resident Pastor, our First
Confirmands, our First Baptisms, First Weddings, First
Funerals and this month….
“The Joy of Song” celebrating music and
our Church Organists.
Join us on August 15th for this special service.

Needing some extra prayers?
St. John’s has an active prayer chain
where folks confidentially pray for any
issue or need that arises. To request
prayers, please talk to Pastor Tuma.

We are gearing up for the 2021-2022 Sunday School
year and will be having a meeting for anyone who can
help with Sunday School. Plan to join us on Tuesday,
August 3rd at 6:30 pm to discuss the plans for the year.
Sunday School is set to start on September 12th.
Also, the Acolyte schedule is being sent out to those
old enough to help Pastor on Sundays. Watch for that
schedule. Reach out to Pastor Tuma or Nichole Kuehler
with any other questions.
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150th July Sunday Celebration
As we have been collecting pictures of past marriages at
St. John’s, we hope you will continue to bring us a copy of any
weddings held at St. John’s through the years.
On July 4th, we celebrated an Anniversary Sunday with
Pastor Tuma preaching on “150 Years of Jesus Visiting a
Hometown” which was so fitting as the town of Pierce was on
the tail end of their festivities commemorating 150 years.
With St. John’s also preparing to celebrate our 150 years with a
September celebration, we had a Pancake Fundraiser that day. All the proceeds from that
fundraiser will go to help offset costs in September. If you missed Pastor Tuma’s message
that day, you can look back on our Facebook page or search our YouTube channel.
Thank you to all that attended this worship, ate pancakes and helped in any way.
Our next 150th Anniversary Sunday will be Sunday, August 15 th with former Pastor Miller,
preaching.
Any questions, please reach out to any of the committee members below.
150th Committee Members: Jill McElhose, Deb Zautke, Darin & Kelli Koepke,
Victoria DeJong, Jeff Kesting, Bonnie & Shae Pospisil and Carol Taylor.

*This is a picture of our own Carol Taylor and her grandson, advertising for our Pancake
feed at the Pierce Museum dedication. Love her creativity!
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President Snow to visit St. John’s
On Sunday, August 22nd, President Snow will join us for worship. Following
worship, he will meet with us and share the District’s vision and current
status of the congregation. This will be an encouraging meeting.
We hope you will plan to join us for a time of information, fellowship and
refreshments.
If you are willing to help provide goodies, please talk to Kelli Koepke.

Men’s Group Meeting
will meet Saturday, August 21st
at 8:00 am for their Breakfast
meeting. All men welcome!

Confirmation Instruction set to
begin…..
Wednesday,
August 18th
4:00 p.m.
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LIVE NATIVITY DONATES TO MISSIONS
It might not be cold outside
yet, but the Live Nativity is
hard at work preparing for the
upcoming Live Nativity in
December.
We are pleased to be able to
give back some of the blessings
we have been given.

During the 2nd quarter, the
Live Nativity donated $250 to
Laura Hedstrom, who is part of
TMS Global.
Laura is headed to Southeast Asia to
help spread the gospel.
As we begin this 3rd quarter of the
year, the Live Nativity donated $250 to
Camp Luther to further their ministry
through youth camps.
To God Be the Glory!
“Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work
within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.”
Ephesians 3:20-21
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St. John’s Constitution
The St. John's Constitution, with the recommended updates, many of them from the Nebraska District, have
been shared on the St. John’s Member Information Facebook group. We plan to be in discussion about them in
the next few voter's meetings and are aiming to take a vote in October at the voter's meeting. Please look them
over and if you have any questions, please contact Pastor or one of the elders. If you would like a printed copy
of these changes, please let us know also. Thank you!

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
8/2: Gerald & Judy Kruger
8/4: Pastor Jacob & Grace Tuma
8/8: Darrel & Marge Koehler
8/21: Debi & Scott Doerr
8/27: Brian & Deb Zautke
8/28: Crissy & Dave Hedrick
BIRTHDAYS
8/1: Tammie Korth
8/5: Jason Willard
8/6:Alicia Koehler
8/7: Cassie Dore’
8/8: Taylor Zamora/Shawn Zellmer
8/11: Matthew Christiansen
8/12: Harlan Cox
8/18: Perry Schulz
8/19: Lisa Weber
8/22: Joyce Saegebarth
8/24: William Herbolsheimer
8/26: Leah Schaecher
8/27: Jerad Dore’
8/28:LeAnn Herbolsheimer/Keith Zautke
8/29: Amanda Weich
8/30:Henry Waterman

August’s Church Servants
Elder: Darin Koepke
Acolytes:
8/1: Isabelle Kuehler
*8/8: Alexis Asmus
8/15: Brentyn Rampone
*8/22: Wyatt Asmus
8/29: Cailyn Rampone
*denotes Communion Sundays
Don’t forget to call the church office if
you have switched with someone.
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